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Mr. Leiffer:

I realize that some statements made in this paper are
noi adequately documented, but inasmuch as my father-in-law
wlll be a candidate for re-electlion next fall, I felt it unwise
to be more specific and only used, in ¢ertain instances, my
personal experliences as evidence of fact.

In referring to the political strategy of Mrs. Cdlum, I
was rather critical. Obvicusly, my father-in-law also made
mistakes or did not take full advantage of his opportunities.
But In each case, the faciors that worked for the candidates,
also worked against them. -

although it probably 1= nmot your habit and although there
is noihling particularly ineriminating in this paper, I would
appreciate 1% Il you would not let anyone else read 1it.
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SOME REFLECTIONS ON THE 1956 CONGRESSIONAL
CAMPAICN - 25th DISTRICT - CALIFORNIA

How does a Congresslonal candlidate get elected? The essy
wa¥ 1=z to Tun In a district where the ms jority of the electorate
votes conslstently for the party represented by the candidate.
Such is the case in James Roosevelt's 26th Congressional Dis-
trict, gerrymandered Iin 1550C by the State Legislature to in-
clude Assembly Districts 61, 52, and 66, all heavily Democratic
areas.l'
"regerrymandered” by the Dﬁﬂﬂcrﬂ.‘t‘.l%.‘.','l? dominated legislature to
minimize Hepublican representation.)

The "safe" district situation was the antithesis of what
faced Congressman Saund in 1556 when he chose to run on the
Democratic ticket in Riverside snd Imperlal Counties' conserva-
tive 29th District. In 1955, when his family was %to0ld of his
Democratlc endorsement, we all accented the news with palve
equanamity, little knowing that lessz than a yvear later all energy
and spare time would be involved in campslgning. Reallzing that
femlly solidarity is an Important assel when deal lng with people
in rural or small town areas, my father-in-law was able to
capitalize upon thls sdvantage in hils campalen stirategy. For-

tunately, he could do this in good consclence since all family
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L. Broom and P. Selznlck, Soclology, New York: Row, Peterson
and Company, 1558, p. 54Y/.

(Incidentally, I live in the 65th which recently has been



members held similar political philosophles and were confident
of hls abllitles. Perhaps a certaln amount of blias was present
nera, at I feel that future accompllishments of the Congress-
man justiflied this trust, although evaluatlion of these achieve-
ments must be made in a framework of one's own chilosophy of
the nature and nurpose of poverrment.

One may rightly ask, why would a l1llberal Democrat  choose
toTun In & HEpubllémdistrlct? Is he not obligaied o represent
the wisnes of the majlority? OCne answer lles In the purely
pragnatic realm. Iﬁmngressman Saund had spent some thiriy years
farming in Inmperial Valley, had been active in the Democratic
clubs there, sand had made manv friends In the Valley. It
therefore followed that he was familiar with the problems of
hls distriet, And 1t loter proved to be an lmportant lssue in
hls various campalms since his opnonents Sk to make nolltical
ganiial out of the fact that Mrs. Saund did not reside in the
Dlstrict and, in fact, owned a home in Hollyvwood, a Dl-residence
situation which she and her husband had worked out satisfactor-
11y many yvears ago.

Nevertheless, "knowing the problems of the District" 1s not
sulficient resson for holding public office. Not only must the
candidate Jjustiiy in hls own mind his right to assume sutherlity,
but also must convince his constituents ¢ A this right 1s
logical and legitimate, Establishing legLEigﬁéy, or justifi-
cation of power, is common fto all cultures and takes various

forms according to the group and its set of values, In modern



-3-

democratic socletles.power is consldered to be glven by the will

)

of the people.

I cannoi presume to interpret my father-in=law's motives
Ior seeking poliltical office, tut I would sugzesti that he holds
the view that people are baslcally intelligent and will act In
their own best Interests when they know all the facis and are
educated to properly Interpret these facts. This polnt of view
maxes lt possible for a polltical representative to vote 1n ways
wnlch he feels are in the best interests of hils constituents,,
but which may not always coinglde with thelr specifilec vlews on
any one lssue. Of course, 1t is the responsiblllty of the repre-
gentative to inform the people of the [a¢is, an assigoment
Congressman Saund feels obligated to perform, particularly since
the ma jor newspaper of the area is articulate in its opposition to
of 1iberal policies,

Once a person isg convinced that he hies a moral right to
represent, he then must turn to the electorate for the practical
materlallization of that right. And he does this In our society
by means of the political campaign which has become an lnstitu-
tion In 1tself although 1t funectlons only at periodic intervals,
after which 1ts members and thelr varlous roles merge into the
larger political body.

From my experlences In campadigning, 11 appears to me that

there are two major levels of operation, along with a certaln

2. Ibid,, p. 568.
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number of intermedldfdes. One level involves people of the h.ﬁ#* 1

Ll.

upper echelons whose Influence and money are lmportant to any «E"ﬂ“

campalgn and must be baxga.ineﬂ for around the swimming pools & %k J’r

and in the cocktail lounges. I% 15 up to the candidate to L'LQ_F o
o I-'I-

i

decide 1f the speclal Interests of this minority are -:mm;atible] ,;.J i
with those of the people as a whole. Then,there is the grass Ef‘-t;.‘__i._, Ty
roots level of campaligning which requires personal contact with

the majority of the electorate. This doorbell-ringing, bird-

dogeing, foot work aspect of campalgning 1s the type in which
candldate Saumd's family participated. At first, our actlvities

and general approach were somewhat hesltant because none of us

were reglstered, or even resided, in the District. We did not

Teel particularly confident about discoursing on the issues of

ihe campalgn 1n any great detall although we, of course, were

Tamillar with the general philosophy behind the position of the
candidate on varlous problems confronting the District. It

soon became apparent that issues as such were In the beckground.

Thls was a campalgn waged on personalilties, and the coleor and

drama. inherent in the candidates themselves cut across traditional
voting habits.

The 20th District presents a broad cross-section of economic,
religlous, and soclal classes. The electorate of the Imperial
Valley 1s composed of low income farmers along with Mexican and
Southern "poor white" laborers, and a few wealthy Tanchers who
?A&ntlt‘y thelr Interests with the Famm Bureau. Riverside County
1s also mainly agricultural but, in the City of Riverside, there
are small busliness interests who generally believe thelr welfare
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is gllied with "blg business.” This middle class group has elways
controlled the politlcs of Riverside and made the County his-
torlcally Republican. However, in recent vears, defense ine-
dustTvy has moved i1nto the Euunty,'brh@ing in many famlilles from
outslde areas, thus increasing the ranks of the laboring class.
Likewise, the various military instsllations, such as March

Alr Force Base, have caused whole communities of service people
to settle in the ares, many on a long-time basis. The tradltional
politlcal composition of the community has been challenged by
this change In population structure as well as the increased
interesi and educational level of the Mexlcan and Negro minori-
ties which are assocliated with the Southern Californls orange-
growing areas, Thus, 1t became the task of candidate Saind to
gain the support of these new Democratlc elements of the District
as well as to persuade the stable Rapubllcan_? Jlus $0 cross
their party line. As 1t turned out, he wad more successtul in
the former andaarurrgﬂtnﬂf fhan:%he latter;

In relating our cultural ;ﬁlues to actual behavinfﬂsitu&tlﬂus,
it 15 Interesting to apalyze Just why people are motlvated to
become party workers. A distinct minority are vitally interested
In local and world affalrs and Teel the necesslty of taking an
active part in shaping publlic opinlon. And although most people
verbalize thls attitude, 1% becomes spparent after close assocla-
tion that they are using political activity to satisfy certain
other needs In thelr lives. Studles of the nature of primary

relationships in our society have shown that:
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(1) people sometimes turn to politlcal groups as
substitutes for lost or weakened primary re-
latlonships;

(2} people often hawve common political ideas and

behavior as a result of close personal re-
lations; and

(3) within primary groups, opinion leaders mobllize
and direct the furma.t%on and expression of
politlcal attitudes, -
Concluslon (1) was amply evident among certain of our volunteers
who had no lmmedliate family. Thev often proved to be the most
diligent workers and were willing to work the longest hours
altihough, more often than not, they had 1itile concept of the

political issues at hand, Others, usually women, were the type

who made political activity, i.e., ¢lub work, teas, sscmt&ri&i T
duties, etc. thelr 1ife's avocation. They merely chose a can- ﬂP -
P

dldate, on any pollilesl level, for whom they could ,justi.f‘.{a‘t:ull'.r_‘hjj _,_.f*-‘

campalign, and thereafter expended all time and energy Iin his ,'I W ﬁk

behalf, /
Volunteer personnel can sometlmes cause annovance to thelr

avowed candidate. BSalaried workers may sometimes guarrel wilth

thelr assoclates. tut ordinarily don't leeve the security of

their job. On the other hand, petty differences among 2 volunteer

group can lead to Imrt feelings, refusal to perform assigned

tasks, etc. Only the overriding confidence in the candidate

holds such & group together. inembers of which can find other

political sctivity) and thls factor depends to a larsge extent

on the candidate's personality, elther on a face-to-face basis,

3 Thia ob. STRGTE.



OT &5 & projected image,

It was mentioned earlier that personality played a ma jor
role in the 1956 campalgn. The candidate on the Republican
tlcketl was Jacqueline Cochran Odlum, wife of flnnancier-f Floyd
Odlum, sometimes referred to as "the Uranium King of America.™
Mrs. Odlum was famous in her own right as & world renowned
aviatrix, leader of the WAAF's during the war, and owner of &
cosmetics business. Hers was a prominent name that drew con-
siderable nat imJCwicle publiclity. On the other hand, the name
of Dalip Singh Saund was known only in Imperial Valley. But
becansze he was the Iir{iimn%tiva of India to seek political office
{unt1l 1945 no m cnul-:i become U. 5. cltizensg), this fact
was newswurthﬁ and the campalgn begsn to drawn national attention.

Our door-to-door campaigning was conducted in the poorer
economic areas of Riverside County. We had to make the best
possible use of the limited time avallable to us, and we knew
that In sections where the homes were expensive, chances were
that the majority of resildents would be Republican, although
eventually &ll areas were covered. A varieiy of responses were
eliclted. Most people were polite and willing to accept the
1lterature hapded to them, even though we had awslened them
from their Sunday afternoon nap. A few people slammed the door;
others invited us Into thelr homes and offered us a welcome
rellef from the heat. Some people sald that they always had
volted Republicanbut had met candidate Saund, or had heard him
speak, and thoughi he seemed like "an honest man.”
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Many people were impressed that he did not drink alccholic. “3"' &
beversges, and I am sure that thls factor alone won him m&m) O’F !
votes, As 2 point of interest, one afternoon Mrs. Cdlum made a 5:,; 'J’
speech in the Seventh-Day Adventlist Commmilty of La Sierra 'Qr" ..L'“r_

Heights, shortly after she had been to a cockiall party. The<d '»"“ - 3|;"'L_-°'

liguor on her breath eliminated her chances for winning that area. \L

On one occasion I contacted a woman who told me that politlcs .’/ %

was men' s business and she had never voted. At tlmes I en- _-; M

countered sheer apathy. Lnf i%-—"u-l v
The most significant fact that was re-emphasized to me while

campaigning was that people do not analyze polltical lssues, o ... }

but rather base their thinking upon their emotlional response 1o .,uil'“]t ,H;'

the candidate, American voters, by virtue of thelr cultural ﬂ:..\ﬁ" “\

heritage, wish thelr political representatlves to possess certal q; ¥ L'

i1deal behavioral and attitudinal patterns. Our puritanical ’z-,"“- i

legacy tells us that honesty, sincerity, hard work, thrift, and v 'ﬂ]i

a stable famlly are gualitles that are desirable., These quali-

ties Indicate that a representative wlll stand up for what is

"right," will not be wasteful of public funds, will be able to

get along with fellow workers, and will lead a personal life

consistent with Christian morals. Therefore, 1t 1s only reason-

abhle that a candldate for office project a public image that is

consistent with these ideals, whether or not he may actually

believe they are Important to his abilify to hold office. GDotih

candidates in the 1956 electlon had been exiremely poor in early

1ife snd had made "zood,” so to speak, by virtue of their own
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fforts. It is thought by some volitical analyg#fists that
Mrs. Odlum's display of wealth on various oceasions hurt her
chances in the election. Cn the other hand, candidate Saund's
paucity of funds did not seem to hinder hils election as it was
known that his workers were volunteers and his campalisn slegns
were home-made.

In recent years it has become very un-American to volce
raclal or religlous prejudice although both are st111 very much
a part of the thinking of many people. Cn various occaslons,
and probably to thelr disadvantage, the opposition forces tried
to use my father-in-law's Indisn origin as a wespon agsinst
him. For example, he was referred to in the papers as "Dalip
Singh,” in bold-faced type, with "Samnd" printed in small
1etter5_lh Mrs, Odlum also publicly stated that as a Congress-
man, her ovponent would not be able to communicate affectively
wlth Southern Congressmen, who do not think highly of oeople
with dark skins, To my ikmowledge the subject of religion did
not ever @15&, Although my father-in-law had en-
countered raffal and religlous prejudice during his 1ife, his
philosophy of life and falth in human justice caused him to say
on television, "If I do nr:r'l;:n my oblective {0 be elected
to Congress, I shall kmow that 1% will not be because of the
place of my birth or the color of my skin, but because the voters
of the 25th Congressional District declded to send someone better

. D. 5, Saund, Congressman £ India, E., P. Dutton and Company,
Inmrpm:ai%, Réw Tork, pp. 101=-102, I am not sure 1T
these advertisements appesred during the primaries or
in the general election.
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than myself to Washington."-*
Another factor which aided my father-in-law in his election

was the fact that he belonged to a minority group. The Mexlcan
and Negro elements in the community were able to 1dentify their
interests with his. They could feel that a person, who had
‘been placed in a second-class citizenship status as themselves,
would be more cognizant of and sympathetlc to thelr needs., OF
course, the fact that he was Hindu also worked to his detriment
In other cases where people felt that "real”™ Americans should
Tepresent Americans in Congress.

To sumarize, & candidate for political office must rlan
his political strategy in such 4 way as to project a public
image that will avpeal to the idesl attitudes of all the diverss
soclo-economic groups represented in hils district, Cnlvy &
minority of voters cross party lines,and thus & candidate con-
centraies most effort on the so-called "indepandents" and in
arsas where his polltical piillosophy most nesrly coinéldes with
that of the voters. He mst represent hilmself as the embodi-
ment of the ldeal American.

Evidently candldate Saund did a fairly good Job of analyzing
the Tactors motivatlng the voters of the 29th District. When
the election was over and the absentee ballots were counted,

D. S. Saund had won by 3,300 wotes out of a total of some
110,000 votes caste -- not a sizghble majority but enough to make
him the first native of India to be elected to the Unlted States

Congress.

S+ Thid,, p. 109.



